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Senator Ben Cardin (D-MD)

Senior member of the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee

[ want to start by acknowledging Joe
Lieberman, who's here..We're just very
proud of Joe Lieberman's contribution. I'm
proud to call him a friend and advisor and
it's just good to be here with Joe.

Let me just say thank you for what you've
done. The Iranian American community
has helped strengthen the United States
of America. We recognize that. The
Persian people are so committed to the
right values universally. And that's why the
current regime in Iran is so tragic. It does
not represent the people of Iran. ; {os8eini / NurPhoto

We saw an attempt at elections in
February that were neither free nor fair. It
was an attempt to try to give some
legitimacy to this regime that doesn't
deserve any legitimacy. We saw legitimate
protests in November of last year on the
policies of the government. And we saw
the brutal repression by the government
in preventing those individuals from
exercising their God-given rights. It's
nothing new, it's been going on for over
40 years.

Ben Cardin, United States Senate, speaks on March 12, 2020 in Washington DC,
US - On the eve of Nowruz, Iranian New Year, a briefing-luncheon was held in
the Senate by the Organization of Iranian American Communities (OIAC) on
March 12, 2020. Senator Ben Cardin (D-MD), senior member of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee, attended the event and said, we recognize that the
Persian people are so committed to the right values universally. And that's why
the current regime in Iran fs so tragic. It does not represent the peaple of fran...
It is well past time for this regime to end.

It is well past time for this regime to end. And we recognize that that is our objective. Our objective is to keep hope alive and for the
people of Iran it's our voices here in America that keep that hope alive.

We need to stand united and strong on behalf of the people of Iran. Make no mistake about it, our policies to isolate this regime, our
policies to penalize this regime, is on behalf of the Iranian people. It is not against the Iranian people.

And our support here on Capitol Hill is not only bipartisan, it's nonpartisan, because we know what is right is right. One of those great

champions, | know she'll be introduced shortly, is Jeanne Shaheen of New Hampshire. She does an incredible job every day on behalf of
the voices of those who otherwise would not have their voices heard to protect the rights of a people around the world.
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You know, and Joe understands this very well, Jeanne
understands it, when | go back to Maryland—which is not a
very far drive for me, just right next door—I'm rarely asked
about what's going on as far as the human rights in Iran. In
fact, I'm hardly asked about human rights globally. And vyet, |
recognize that | can make a difference, Jeanne Shaheen can
make a difference, Joe Lieberman can make a difference, and
you could make a difference on dealing with the life of people
in ather parts of the world. When we can help someone that
is what we need to do. It was Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. who
said each one of us is here for a reason, to help someone
else. And when we join together, we can bring about change.
We are united on behalf of the people of Iran. God bless and
thank you all very much and happy new year.
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Senator Jeanne Shaheen

Member Foreign Relations, Armed Services

Committee

It's really nice to be here with all of you to wish
you all happy new year. Happy Nowruz. | want to
just say thank you to Senator Cardin for his nice
words, even though he's already left. As you
heard him, so eloquently, he is a real champion
for human rights in Iran and around the world,
and we need more champions for human rights,
and thank you for what you all are doing on that
score. | also want to thank my former colleagues,
Senator Kelly Ayotte from New Hampshire and
Senator Joe Lieberman from Connecticut.

You know, this year we are once again reminded
that the tensions between the United States and
the government of Iran are not a conflict between
the peopleof the United States and the people of
Iran. In fact,as everyone here knows, four more-
far more unites us as Americans and Iranians
than divides us, and that includes a commitment
and a respect for human rights. The human rights
struggle in Iran are immense, but the Iranian
people have not been deterred. They continue to
fight for a better future for their country. And now
the people of Iran have taken to the streets to
demonstrate in large numbers that they believe
in freedom, in human rights for all, and in a
government that answers to the people.

Now, we all know this is a harrowing fight. It's one
that's made easier because of the support from
all of you and the Iranian community in the
United States, but it's one that we need in
America to stand up and be heard on. That's why
I'm joining my colleague, Senator Cardin, who was
just here, on his resolution supporting the Iranian
people as they take to the streets.

We want them to know, as they demand a better
government that is responsive to the will of the
people, that we in the United States support
those demands, and we are going to stand up for
the Iranian people. That's what the United States
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Jeanne Shaheen, United States Senate, speaks on March 12, 2020 in
Washington DC, US - On the eve of Nowruz, Iranian New Year, a briefing-
luncheon was held in the Senate by the Organization of Iranian American
Communities (QIAC) on March 12, 2020. Senator fjeanne Shaheen (D-NH), senior
member of the Senate Foreign Relations and Armed Services Committees, told
the audience, the people of Iran have taken toc the streets to demonstrate in
large numbers that they believe in freedom and human rights for all.. The
Iranian people have not been deterred. They continue to fight for a better future
for their country.
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must do. We must stand with people around the world
when they demand human rights, freedom, and
representation.Now, yesterday we had a hearing in the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee on the horrible
situation in Syria. And we had Caesar, you remember the
man who goes by Caesar who took all of the photographs of
the human rights torture and violation by Assad, President
Assad in Syria and smuggled those out, 55,000 photographs
so that there would be a record of what had happened, so
we can hold human rights abusers accountable for what
they've done. We heard from a young man who was
imprisoned at 15, because he went to one demonstration
against Assad. We heard from the man who was the head of
the White Helmets in Syria. All stories that I'm sure Iranians
could replicate as you think about the challenges that the
Iranian people have dealt with in terms of the repressive

Persian New Year,
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regime there. But one of the things they all said to us was that the United States needed to speak up, needed to take a stand, and that's
what we've got to do, whether it's Syria or Iran or human rights violations around the world, as [applause] we need to take a stand.

And this Nowruz, | join you in celebrating human rights and Iran’s rich cultural heritage. | thank you for demonstrating that the future of
Iran must belong to the people of Iran, and I look forward to being here someday when that will be true for all of the Iranian people.
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Message by Senator Ted Cruz (R-TX)

Member Senate Foreign Relations and Judiciary

Committee;

Thank you very much for the invitation to join yall
in this wonderful celebration of the Persian New
Year. | deeply regret not being able to deliver this
message to you in person, however | am grateful
for the opportunity to express my support for the
Iranian-American community of Texas.

As Iranian-Americans in Texas and across the
country unite to celebrate the Persian New Year,
I'd llke to send a message ofhope. Hope for a
“new day” for Iran. For decades, the men and
women of Iran have suffered from brutal
repression under the Ayatollah Khamenei and the
Mullahs. But, | believe cne day Iran will be free,
without the Ayatollah in power.

| can proudly say that America stands with the
men and women of Iran in their fight against
these cruel, oppressive, murderous tyrants. In the
Senate, | have been a strong advocate for
applying a maximum pressure campaign against
the Iranian regime, to hold them accountable for
their human rights abuses and once and for all
end their reign of terror.

| believe the threat of a nuclear Iran is the single
greatest national security threat facing the United
States and we must do everything possible to
eliminate that threat.

To date, the single most important foreign policy
decision that this administration has had to face
in the past three years has been the decision to
pull out of the disastrous Obama-lran nuclear
deal. | have expressed my support for President
Trump and his administration for beginning the
process to end the disastrous Obama-lran
nuclear deal.
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Ted Cruz, United States Senate, speaks on March 12, 2020 in Washington DC,
US - On the eve of Nowruz, Iranian New Year, a briefing-luncheon was held in
the Senate by the Organization of Iranian American Communities (OIAC) on
March 12, 2020. In a statement, Senator Ted Cruz (R-TX), member of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee, said, for decades, the men and women of Iran
have suffered from brutal repression under Ayatollah Khamenei and the
Mulfahs. | believe one day Iran will be free, without the Ayatollah in power.... |
have been a strong advocate for applying a maximum pressure campaign
against the franian regime, to hold them accountable for their human rights
abuses and once and for alf end their reign of terror.
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As a part of the maximum pressure campaign, | have urged President Trump to revoke every single ane of the civilian nuclear waivers.
Iran is exploiting the civil-nuclear waivers from the catastrophic Obama-lran deal to build up their nuclear program and buy time until the
nuclear deal expires, leaving them with a full- blown unlimited civilian nuclear program.

Additionally, | have called upon President Trump to invoke snapback sanctions under the Iran Deal. What I've urged President Trump to
do is order our diplomats to invoke the United Nations snapback to restore international sanctions and restrictions on Iran, as under the
terms of the deal we have the authority to invoke those snapback sanctions.

Now, more than ever, | remain committed to working closely with President Trump and the administration to end these waivers, hold Iran
accountable, and completely shred the Iran nuclear deal.

I'd like to conclude by saying thank you to the wonderful Iranian- American community of Texas. Thank you for standing up for freedom,
for uniting as one voice and for taking the time to visit with lawmakers on Capitol Hill to speak out against the injustices occurring in Iran.

| believe the Iranian-American community is a community that truly understands the price of freedom, and | am proud to stand with the
men and women of Iran fighting for freedom, and as a supporter of the Iranian-American community.
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Senator Gary Peters

Ranking Member of the Senate Homeland Security, Armed
Services Committee

..And it's a pleasure to be with all of you
here today. And thank you for an
opportunity to say a few words. | think
they have actually called the wvotes, so
Senator Lieberman and Senator Ayotte
know exactly what—there it is. | just, |
have that power. When | say it, the buzzer
goes off. It's amazing. So the votes have
been called, which | will have to run and
turn it over to all of the wonderful,
distinguished guests to talk more about
this. But it's a pleasure to be here. It's a
pleasure to celebrate the new year with
you and to have an opportunity to do

that. We've got some folks from Michigan, . l-_\_FP Forum
which is great. We have a very active ; R agselni/ N“: "° .
chapter in Michigan. o ..,

. -~

Now, | enjoy to have this opportunity to

be here, and | really appreciate this Gary Peters, United States Senate, speaks on March 12, 2020 in Washington DC,
organization and really standing firm for US - On the eve of Nowruz, Iranian New Year, a briefing-luncheon was held in
the people of Iran, and to know that the the Senate by the Organization of lranian American Communities (QIAC) on
people of Iran and the regime of Iran are March 12, 2020. Senator Gary Peters (D-Mi), the Ranking Member of the Senate
two different entities. And they have to Homeland Security Committee, highlighted the many nefarious actions of the
make sure that the people of Iran have Iranian regime and said the people of Iran should have the opportunity to have
the ability to be able to voice thelr their vaice count. Mr. Peters said the regime has been directly responsible for the
opinion, to be able to have their votes mass execution of political prisoners

count, to be able to enjoy the civil liberties
that they deserve and want and that's
very difficult under the current regime.

| deal with Iranian issues on a regular basis here as a member of the Senate and particularly as a member of the Armed Services
Committee. In fact, just earlier today we had the commander of Central Command before us talking about issues in the Middle East. the
Iranian regime is still engaged in nefarious activities throughout the Middle East, continue to engage in destabilizing efforts throughout
that region, continue to engage in terrorist activities. And if anything, what we've seen in the last few months, they've actually accelerated
those activities over time. The thing that is probably most troubling to me is that it appears, and we heard testimony today, that they
continue to work towards a nuclear weapon. Now with the JCPOA, with the United States pulling out, they are now enriching uranium and
continue to do that at a pace that simply is unacceptable. When you think about what Iran has been involved in throughout the Middle
East and to think the unthinkable, which is to have them in the possessicn of a nuclear weapon, is truly unacceptable, simply that we can
never stand for. And so, | appreciate this organization in making sure the American people understand that, making sure the story gets out
as towhat they're engaged in.

It's not just what this regime dces around in the region, but for decades they have been directly responsible for mass executions of
political prisoners, they viclently suppressed peaceful protests, they have sham elections. All of the things that you tell us about and are
very active In making sure the American people understand. Those clearly are not values that we share as Americans. As Americans, we
believe that everybody should have the opportunity to stand up for liberty and to have those kind of basic freedoms.
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And we also believe that a nation state should be
part of the world community. Iran refuses to be
part of the broader world community. And when
you think about what's happening now with
coronavirus, now more than ever we need to come
together as a world community and grapple with
what has been declared officially now as a
pandemic. There are no borders when it comes to
a pandemic. And when it comes to having solutions
and dealing with this issue, we have to come
together as a world community. But it's very
difficult to do that with the current Iranian regime
who is unwilling to sit down and work in a kind of
cooperative way.

So, | have experience or have seen firsthand how
they willingly fail to adhere to basic international
obligations and basic human rights, things that we
take for granted here in the United States but we .

Persian New Year,
Human Rights &
Democracy in lran

know you can't, you have to constantly stand up to those who are the oppressors. The Iranian American Community organization has
been on the forefront since the day | came into Congress. Senator Lieberman, you work with my predecessor a lot, and | know you had
a very close relationship with him and you shared your passion for standing up for the people of Iran and letting them exercise their

free rights.

Congratulations on celebrating another New Year, and just thank you for lighting the flame and making sure that we never forget that
we need to stand with the people of Iran and understand that the regime does not represent the people of Iran.
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Message of Mrs. Maryam Rajavi

President-elect of the National Council of Resistance of
lran

Distinguished Senators,

Sen. Joe Lieberman, Sen. Kelly Ayotte, Ambassador Mitchell
Reiss,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am delighted to talk about the situation in my country,
Iran, at this very important moment of its history.

I extend my gratitude for your expression of concern about
the situation in Iran and your support for the Iranian people
and their democratic aspirations for a free and democratic
Iran.

At the outset, | want to draw your attention to an urgent
situation that is the ongoing tragedy in Iran.

Due to the regime’s failure to inform the people about the
spread of coronavirus or to take the necessary preventive
measures, more than 3,000 people have died so far.

The regime officials concealed the presence of the virus in Iran for several weeks to ensure a turnout in the sham parliamentary election.
The conseqguences are not limited only to Iran. They have caused the spread of the virus to several countries.

Today, the people of Iran rightly blame the regime for the current situation. Therefore, the objective of the regime and its suppressive
forces is to suppress people’s discontent.

The regime’s fear and its suppressive measures are due to the fact that Iran is an the verge of change.
The November 2019 uprising in Iran displayed the Iranian people's resolve for regime change.
People were chanting “down with the dictator,” “Down with Khamenei and Rouhani.”

Despite the brutal crackdown and killing more than 1,500 protesters,
the regime failed to extinguish the Iranian people's desire for freedom.

In January, after the IRGC's downing of the Ukrainian airliner, the people of Iran were once again in the streets demanding regime change.

They chanted: Down with the religious dictatorship” and they stressed their rejection of dictatorship under any banner and demanded a
republic based on people's vote.
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